
SUMMER MISSION 

INTERNSHIPS 

In Urban Youth and 

Children’s Ministry 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Potential Intern,  

 

We are grateful you are considering an internship at Impact this summer!  Impact is a very unique place 

and is made up of people from all walks of life.  A very large and important portion of our church is made 

up of youth and children – most of whom attend without their parents. Summer is exciting because they are 

out of school and we have the opportunity to spend time building Christ-like relationships with each other.  

Without you, this task would be overwhelming, and many of our youth and children might not know 

Christ!   We have the opportunity during the summer to minister to thousands of people – not only our own 

youth and children, but at least 25 other youth groups who spend a week of their summer with us, the 

families of our children, and many others. It is also our hope that this internship will be a tremendous time 

of spiritual growth for you as well, and you will walk away from the summer more ready to serve Christ in 

whatever capacity you are presented with.  We look forward to knowing you better and being of assistance 

to you in any way possible.  We pray God will guide you as the school year progresses and as you continue 

to think about what the upcoming summer holds for you. If you would like to apply for the internship, 

please send the application to the church address below to the attention of Dennis Jaeger.  Please let us 

know if there is anything we can be doing for you or if there are any questions we can answer!  

 

In Him,  

 

 

Dennis Jaeger  

 

Youth and Children’s Director  

Impact Houston Church of Christ  

1704 Weber St.  

Houston, TX 77007  

www.impacthouston.org  

 

Contact Us:  

Impact: 713-864-5667  

Dennis Jaeger (Youth & Children’s Director): djaeger@impacthouston.net  
Josef Bilnoski (High School Minister): jmbilnoski@yahoo.com  

Geremy Varner (Middle School Minister): geremyvarner@yahoo.com  

Tyler Lemmons (Mentoring Director): tylerlemmons11@gmail.com 

Lluvia Flores (Children’s Minister):  lluviaef2009@gmail.com 

Caroline Nichols (Children’s Minister):  caroline.nichols10@gmail.com 

http://www.impacthouston.org/
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Summer Internships Available:  
 

Elementary School (VBS): During the summer, Impact offers an 8 week internship working 

with our elementary school children.  You will have the opportunity daily to minister to 

children, their families, our high school youth who intern with you, and visiting youth groups, 

and also to work alongside many other college interns.  Impact’s VBS summer internship is 

different than most church VBS programs. We serve 300 children from K-5th grade all 

summer long! We have six weeks of VBS with the same children every week. VBS is packed 

with field trips, van and bus routes, reading classes, Bible classes, songs, skits, lots of hugs, 

and tons of laughter!  It is our mission to write the words of God on the hearts of our little 

children and to raise them up to know, love, and walk with God! Lives are being changed 

eternally and we would love for you to be a part of it all. We will need 16 VBS interns this 

summer. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL: Impact has a diverse, vibrant, and growing group of Middle School age 

youth.  As a Middle School intern, you will minister to and build relationships with our middle 

school youth daily through van routes and small group activities centered around Bible 

studies, active application of those Bible studies, service projects, fun activities, etc.  You 

also will have the opportunity to plan, organize, and go on a mission trip with the middle 

school youth.  You will be responsible for a route, a small group, organizing Bible studies. 

service projects, and activities, enjoying fellowship, and ultimately raising up our middle 

school youth and teaching their families to know, love, and walk with God!  Middle School will 

need 8 interns this summer. 

  

HIGH SCHOOL: Impact has a diverse, vibrant, and growing group of High School age youth. 

As a High School Intern, you will be a part of planning and implementing a Mission Trip, 

Wilderness Trek, youth rallies, two camps, and daily Bible studies, service projects, fun 

activities, etc. – all of which will involve the building of relationships with our youth and 

sharing the love of God with them.  You will be responsible for a route and a small group, 

leading Bible studies, teaching classes, preparing small group service projects and fun 

activities, and teaching our youth how to know, love, and walk with God.  Interns will also be 

involved with our High School youth who are working with the younger children at Impact 

and developing their ability to serve the Lord as a summer intern.  High School will need 4 

interns this summer. 

 
 
DATES:  
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VBS:  June 8 - July 28Middle School:  May 18 - August 2High School:  May 18 - August 9



 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Goals 
 

Impact Youth, Children, Families, and Community: 
 

• Spiritual Growth – The summer is a crucial time for our youth and children to be growing in their 
relationship with Christ and how that manifests itself in their lives.  They are surrounded daily by people 
who love Christ and are involved in Bible studies, worship, service projects, camps, youth rallies, etc. 

• Discipleship/Mentoring – A person’s lifestyle develops most from the people they spend the most time 
around.  The summer offers a wonderful opportunity for our youth and children to develop close 
relationships with older Christians.  They learn through one-on-one time and small group time spent 
with Christian mentors, and will cherish these relationships for a lifetime. 

• Life Skills Development – Our youth and children are in need of as much educational, job-related, and 
relational help they can receive.  Through different avenues, we will teach them how to live as a healthy 
Christian adult (i.e. good work ethic, responsible parent and spouse, intimate relationship with God, 
etc.) 

• Family Involvement/Outreach – Currently, the majority of our youth and children attend Impact 
without their families.  We want to make a concerted effort to bring the love of Christ not only to 
them, but to their families as well. 

• Faith Community Development – Christian fellowship is hugely important to our youth and children. 
They need to be able to confide in, encourage, pray for, and be held accountable to each other.  The 
more time we spend doing things together as a church or youth group, the more we get to know and 
love each other and the deeper our relationships become. 

• Community Outreach – The community around Impact is quickly changing.  There are a large 
number of people moving into our neighborhood.  There is also a tendency for the communities our 
church families come from to be in flux.  We want to continually reach out to these communities and 
teach our church family how to minister to their neighbors. 

 
 
 

Impact Summer Interns: 
 

• Spiritual Growth – Interns will be equipped and encouraged to maintain a healthy, active spiritual life 
throughout the summer.  Being placed in a new environment, they will come to depend on God in new 
ways.  Interns will have the opportunity to develop mentor-like relationships with several different 
ministers who have been involved in Urban Ministry for a lengthy period, as well as develop 
relationships with many other college interns here for the summer. 

• Develop Ministry Skills – While interns will be involved with a lot of ministry behind the scenes (an 
important part of ministry wherever one is), they will also be actively ministering to a wide variety of 
people on a daily basis.  Their comfort zone will certainly be challenged, and they will have the 
opportunity to lead in many different ways.  Along the way, interns will have the opportunity to discuss 
different aspects of ministry and how to handle different situations with experienced ministers.  The 
skills learned will be beneficial whether the intern plans on going into full-time ministry/missions or 
not. 

• Cross-Cultural Experience – Impact provides the opportunity for interns to be involved in cross- 
cultural relationships and learn about many different cultures found in inner city Houston.  Interns 
will leave with a broadened world-view and a new perspective on living a Christ-like life. 



BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER! 
	  

	   	  
	  
	  

 520 children from kindergarten- 12th grades will be involved in 
Impact’s summer program and will learn about the love of Jesus Christ. 

 400 children will attend 4 full days a week for 6 weeks in 3 
concurrent VBS camp programs, the equivalent of 15 weeks of VBS 

 75 teachers will come to teach reading to 400 children, who will 
each receive 23 hours of literacy instruction. 

  400 children will receive much needed school supplies for the 
upcoming school year. 

 400 elementary aged children will go on two field trips per week for 
6 weeks. 

 520 youth and children will receive lunch and a snack daily. 
 12 Impact High School youth will intern with VBS and learn 

important job skills. 
 35 youth groups with a total of over 800 High School students 

from all over the United States will come to serve and take part in the 
summer activities. 

 22 vans and buses will transport 520 children daily. 
 80 Middle School and 40 High School youth will attend daily for 8 

weeks of Bible studies, service projects, and small group activities. 
 15 High School youth will spend a week on Wilderness Trek in 

Colorado. 
 30 High School youth will go on a mission trip to Contact Church 

of Christ in Tulsa, OK. 
 30 college age interns will spend their summer leading, teaching 

and serving Impact children on a daily basis. 
 25 8th graders will serve on a week-long mission trip. 
 110 youth will spend a week at Camp of the Hills in Marble Falls, 

TX. 
	  

	  
 

  



Housing & Fundraising 
 
 

Housing: 

Impact does provide housing for its summer interns. 

Interns will stay with different families from Houston-area 

churches. 
 
 

Fundraising: 

The large majority of youth, children, and families who 

are involved at Impact during the summer are not able to pay 

for all the activities they’re involved in.  Because of this, 

Impact relies on the gifts of others to fund everything the 

youth and children are involved in during the summer. 

All of our funding given for the summer goes toward our 

children, so our interns must raise their own funds for the 

summer.  The funds interns raise go straight to them and are 

simply what an intern needs to live off of: 

•  Food 

• Gas money for one’s own vehicle 

• Entertainment 

• Extra you might earn from a “normal” summer job 
 
 
 

 

Don’t let this scare you!! Fund raising is not as hard as it first 

seems. See the next few pages for some good fundraising 

tips. 



Fundraising 101 
 
Fund Raising Ideas: 

 
• Talk to the missions coordinator/team and elders at your 

home church. It’s possible they have a mission fund for 

college students doing summer mission work. If they don’t, 

they can make raising funds a lot easier for you. 

• Get together a list of people who know you and might want 

to help. Don’t exclude people because you don’t think they’ll 

be able to help – you might be pleasantly surprised! 

• Don’t be afraid to ask! People love to give, and they 

really love to give to a specific person they know is doing 

something good! They know where their money will be going. 

• Have a good idea of what it will cost to be an intern. At 

Impact, this means food, gas, and random entertainment 

(housing is taken care of; lunch is provided through most of 

the week; while on Impact trips all you will need money for is 

to buy souvenirs). 

• If you would normally be working a summer job to save money 

for school the next year, figure what you would save, and 

don’t be afraid to add that amount to your total. People are 

very willing to help when you are giving your time (estimate 

somewhere from $100-$200 a week). 

• Compile an informative list of different events and 

ministry opportunities you will be involved in with the youth 

while at Impact this summer. 

• Figure out: 

1. Where your supporters will need to send funds 

2. Who will be in charge of them 

3. How it will be distributed to you (see next section). 

Make sure they are able to keep track of who sends what, so you 

can keep them updated on your summer, send them thank you 

letters, and send them a report when your summer is over 
 

 
 
Make sure you know how the funds are getting to you: 

 
Option 1: Send money to home church/supporting congregation 

(make sure to find out about tax information, and make sure they 

write on the check that the money is to go towards your mission 

work) 

A. Have them give it to you in a lump sum at the beginning 

of the summer 

 
B. Have them send it to Impact in a lump sum and then Impact 

will pay you in a lump sum 

C. Have them pay you in increments over the course of your 

summer 



D. Have them send the money to Impact in a lump some, and 

Impact will pay you in increments throughout the summer 
 

 
 
Option 2: Have money sent straight to Impact from donors (find 

out about tax information, make sure they write on the check 

that it’s to go towards your mission work this summer!) 

A. Impact can give you the lump sum at the beginning of the 

summer 

B. Impact can distribute the sum to you in increments 

throughout the summer 
 
 
 
 
Write Your Letter: 

 
Your letter should not be more than one page long, but 

informative. Make sure everything you say is honest! Be sure 

to include: 

1. Who you are, brief description of your year 

2. Where you’re going (Impact, inner-city, etc.) 

3. When you’re going (start and end dates) 

4. Who you’ll be working with (High School, Middle School, 

VBS)  
5. What Impact is providing for you 

6. Costs, your goal of what you’d like to raise, and why 

7. What their money is going towards (going to you, not 

funding Impact) 

8. Where and who they can send money to (provide an address) 

9. A date you need the money by 

 
10. A way for them to contact you if they have any questions (e- 

mail, phone number, etc.) 

 
Follow Up: 

 
At the beginning of the summer, you might send each of 

your donors a thank you note 

During the summer, you might send each of your donors an 

update letter and a picture of you with your kids. They will 

love to hear from you and how your summer is going! 

After the summer, send your donors a couple more pictures 

and a letter telling about your summer, which includes: 

 
1. A synopsis of the different things you were involved in 

2. Stories from your summer 

3. Growth of the youth 

4. Things you learned and ways you grew 

If you do all these, your donors will feel even better 

about contributing to your mission efforts in the future! 



February 7, 2005 
 
Church Family and Friends – 

 
My name is Dennis Jaeger.  I have been a part of the Park Plaza Church of Christ since 

1997, and I am very blessed to be a part of your church body.  God has provided me with the 

opportunity to serve this summer as an intern at Impact Church of Christ in Houston, TX. 

Impact is a very diverse, mission focused, inner-city congregation on the Northwest side of 

downtown Houston.  While it is a church, it is also a mission effort of Churches of Christ from all 

over the nation.  I will be working mainly with High School age, inner-city youth in a large variety 

of different settings.  Many of these youth attend Impact full time, and others are not yet part of 

the church, but hopefully will be soon!  I have attached a calendar of the main events that I will 

be involved in this summer.  I am most excited, simply, about building Christ-centered 

relationships with these youth and sharing what God is doing in my life with them.  My 

responsibilities will include:  Supervising planned activities and trips, getting youth to and from 

events, leading a corporate Bible study as well as having individual meeting times with specific 

youth, taking youth to camps, participating in service projects, and through all these sharing the 

love of Christ. 

While this opportunity has been presented, it will be a volunteer position.  Impact’s funds 

go towards having around 500 youth and children heavily involved in their church during the 

summer, so the need arises for me to raise support outside of Impact.  Impact is providing me 

with a family to stay with, and will be taking care of all expenses when I am on a trip with the 

youth.  My expenses for the summer will mainly include food and gas.  Since I will be spending 

my summer with Impact, I will also not have the opportunity to earn money to help with college 

for the next year (I will be a junior at Abilene Christian University in the fall), so I am also trying to 

raise a portion of what I would have made at a summer job to help with school.  The amount I 

estimate needing to raise is $2500. 

Your help for me to serve at Impact this summer would be very much appreciated.  If 

you are able, financial assistance would be a huge blessing.  Please pray about this, and if you 

decide that you can help, send donations (by May 1st) and make out checks to: 

Park Plaza Church of Christ 

5925 E. 51st St. 

Tulsa, OK 74135 

Please be sure to write my name somewhere on the check so the church knows it will 

be going towards my internship. 

I also ask for your prayers and encouragement, prior to this summer and through the 

summer as well.  I thank you for your time, and I am joyful to serve our Lord Jesus Christ 

alongside you. 

 
In the Name of Jesus, 

 
 
 
Dennis Jaeger 

 

 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to call or e-mail me: 

(713) 864-5667 

djaeger@impacthouston.org 

mailto:djaeger@impacthouston.org


Friends and Family- 

 
I have been blessed with the opportunity to spend my summer in service.   During fall 

semester, I applied and was accepted to be a summer intern at the inner city mission church, 

Impact Church of Christ.  This opportunity comes with many amazing benefits but will also 

involve several sacrifices. 

Impact Church is an inner city church that is mission focused.  The members of Impact 

are quite diverse but many are residents of the inner city.  The intern position I have agreed to 

fill is voluntary; I will not be paid.  I am hoping those of you who are able, will be interested in 

contributing to this mission effort.   Your contribution will assist me in the expenses I will incur 

while participating in this ministry.  I have estimated that I will need to raise as much as $1500 to 

complete this mission. 

In my time at Impact, I will be working with elementary children during the months of 

June and July.  I will be one of many summer interns facilitating the vacation bible school 

program involving hundreds of inner city children.  My responsibilities will involve transporting 

children to and from the church, supervising the planned activities, taking children to church 

camps, and showing them the love of Jesus.  A majority of the children I will be responsible for 

are underprivileged and will need all the attention and love I can provide. 

I would appreciate any form of participation in my effort to serve.  If you are able, 

financial assistance would be a blessing.  Please make any contributions by May first, if 

possible.  My parents have agreed to manage the donations.  Checks can be sent to: 

Bruce Foster 

210 N. Sullivan St. 

Ulysses, KS 67880. 

I ask you all for your prayers and encouragement as well.  If you have any questions 

concerning my plans or this letter, feel free to call my cell phone:. 

In Christ, 

 

 
 

Lexi Foster 




